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PEACE

Architects are Dpe_ning up homes, uging 'gl'azed

courtyards to create serene spaces that are
bathed in natural light, says Cherry Maslen

he hottest trend

In meockern

architechure rakes

it icuse finomn

anthaiity. Tio pet
mire Hight and alr into homes,
archiitects are ermdating the
Romans: imdernal oot
it oy flood the midcdle of
youir Tvouise with lghi, bt
birlng the Outskde in more
effectively than the standard
glass o Difold déoors at the
back, creating an oasis of calm,
healih-giving greenery.

“We offen use infernal

courtyards for extension
projects in the middleofa

homie.” srs Smon Graham,
atirector af Yard Architects. *In
afypical Ve terrace, vou
often end upowith & fantasthe
new space ot thie back, bt the
centre of the house beoomes
gloomy and widerused.
mternal plared countyands
can be small spaces, but they
Tarieys buage: benéfite”

More and more architects
are designing them inio new
hoines, particularly on
confined urban shie where
dayilpht and preenery are af
a prembhim. They are also
being wisid o bring Hght into
basements, efther by sinking

R

a glass cube or iIncorporating
sz sections in a courtyand
Flowr abwra,

These spaces cun also bea
design focus, creating a sense
of openness and vistas through
the hotse, one that changes
with the seasoms according to
plantings. Add 3 seulpoure, 3
l'al:e; feanire or beanstiful fooe
tles for a personalissd regreat.

“Thery can make your home
a meore pheasant and healthler
place to lve,” aclds the
architect Jonathan Nicholls,
of Hiayhursg & Co, who used a
courtyand to bring ght Ento
a windowdess home, below,

- ,I" This two-bedrogm
N himessOha
cramgad Infil
sita in Clagham,
| south Londan, is
something of o
design mirsche: i
s o windows,
izt ks Filled with
Eight froen @ cantral
glazed cowryand.
Glass beicks in
it Floor let ghi
inta th mastar
esdincnm o {he
lower ground Thoo:
and the ground
{boot is sven
birightar. thanks
1o skylights at
ek of the home's
four cormesm,
Daskgned by tha
architects
Hayhursl & Co|
the house won a
Riba arweard in 2007,

GRAND
CENTRAL

There's plenty of
gardan outside this
biack modernast
s i fhe Kent
countryside, an
AR Dasign Shudio
project, but the
large courtyard a1
itscentre adds 8
shaltered outdoor
apace whene the
OWTIES Can 8l
yesar-round.
Surrounded by
full-haight glazing,
it Both divides and
connacts tha lhing
spaces i this

i la-storgy
koma, aliowing
fight and alrinto
thecentro. Tha
i Hiousa by
John Lewi Salsa
chairs bring an
Almodovar vib,

ardssignetudio.
ek

RETRACTABLE
WALLS

This.mtesnal courtyand on

Old Chureds Sanoal, in wesl
Lormddon, was Bandscaped by
tha Chelsas gold medaliist
Todn Stuart-5mith, o lass, The
archaact Phiip Gumaschdian,
sy b took inpiration for
the hoaisa finom the inviting
penvay of the cotrtyvand
gardans of Pars’s hitels
partrcillers. The ibroryfstudy
and the dinifig rodm, with &
ratractabilo glass wall. open
oo this priviate green space.
pumuchdjlan.com

FRAME THE SKY

tm aformes pranala factory in
Kentish Town, narth London,
this first-thoor Courtyard s
part of a huga five-badroom
e wnrk voma with siudios
ared & workshop Bt growyd
lenval, and living spacd on the
firas floar. The courtyard
tarrace i raached via bifold
doorsfrom the landing. g
wiehl as theough docas from the
kitchan/iving space aod ane
of thea badrooms. The lalss
winddw framing the sky and
theblack and white tiles on
tha wadl add to the bohemian
wibe. The property ks on salke
for E4.Sm {020 3795 Sa20,

| themedarmhause.com.

]
i
T

1EM

a
=1
-I
afl
o
1
-
'
T
3

LIGHT UP BELOW
DECK

This four-storey Vietorinn
torrieca in nodth London has
bssan transformed to allow
Beghit ingo the grownd end
basemant levels throogh an
intarnal courtyard: the ground
figor had prindiously baen
extanded o the gardan,
leaving the maddla of the
house dark. AY Architects
crgated 3 courtyard n the
cantre, between tha lving
room at the front and the
guest badncom at the back,

A huga trée forn reaches up o
the temace off the first oo,
adding an exoths touch.
ayarchitacta com

DOUBLE
EXPOSURE

ilt 2004, this samid has a
checkad courtyard ganden
brtwenn the kitchen spd the
Bt roomu Bifodd doots st
aithar end ol the courtyard
katin mpsses of light 81 bath
ends of the house, Bamboo
Bainge greeneny into Lhe haart
of the thres-badroom home —
it's 2 gl racreat from

the uslsan grit of nearby
Deptiord High Strest, in
southsast London.

PLANT A TREE

Iry ther Consarvation anea of
Canankaery, narth London,
thia Riba awarnd-winning
house makas the best of
signiticant design constrains:
it sdjoing o tall lissed building
and iz enclosad by a high
gaedean wall, Toget light into
the ground floor, Mitzran
Architecta designed a
courtyard with full-hesghi
glazing off the dinlng and
Ivimg rooms. From tha

frant door, you can soe nto
tha courtyand. adding an
elgmant of surpise.
mitrmanarchiiects.com

DINING INSTYLE

Even dovelopars ara gentang
in o the courtyard craze:
thi thiress- and four-atoney
torraced iownhouses al
Cresst Nicholson's Heldo
develapment. in Cambndga,
hawe bean dasigned with
courtyards snd rool Terrdces
10 muamkss outdoor Bpaca,
The four-badroom Gallagher
has 3 counyand batween

tho opaen-plan kitchen, 1ha
ik rodim and thi garspe
wall, creating a privato
outdiogos dining space.
Figurbadroom housas stan
at EBDO, 00 {01233 6HET0T,
cresfmicholoncom/halo)

HERE COMES
THE SUN

Parfect for tnns of design and
Ihes Beatles, twd high-spac
raw housas on Ablbery Roed,
northwest London, have
b0 Gusigned with the
irchan/dining moom and
CArEWIIeg Nt apdning

onig an lnner couryand. Tha
thimi:badnoom Manor Mews
howmes am on tha ground
and lower ground levels;
Full-hedght sSding glasing in
beoth roomes brings natural
Irght devam Below, Tha
progsErias ane on sale for
£3.495m sach (020 7483
GA0, dexiers.couk).

COVERALL
ANGLES

i the and of a sowth London
terrace, thel caontemporary
home kad to match the
dimenabons of its Victodian
nieighbours whilea making
e rngeat of an mwkward plot;
it was oncethe sde ol o
gorage and is on & kink in
thee road Designed by 31444
Architects. the Red Housa
has a small cantral glared
courtyard that brings light
s inko thhed nooms = the
kdtchen, dining end ning
space. Fains edd & lirle b af
jungle favor,



